
A man and his wife were on a trip to visit his mother. They arrived in time for 

supper. They had a late start. It was getting dark. They decided to look for a 

place to stay overnight and go on in the morning. They saw a house in the woods.

“Maybe they rent rooms,” the wife said.

1 First, read the Alvin Schwartz’s spooky story. 

2 Next, underline the verbs and make sure they are at the simple past. 

3 Then, add sequence words (use pages 21 to 24)

4 Finally, find synonyms for the words that are repeated.
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The man stopped to ask. 

A man and woman came to the door. They didn’t rent rooms, they said. But 

they would be happy to have them stay overnight as their guests. They had 

room and they would enjoy the company. 

The woman made coffee and brought out some cake and the four of them 

talked. The couple were taken to their room. The man and his wife explained 

that they wanted to pay for this, but the man said he would not accept any 

money. 

To be continued…
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